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tage of periods of disturbance to indulge
to the utmost their ingrained predatory
propensities. Small as our party was,
we were therefore careful to adopt all
practical precautions. As I knew the
road I was sent in advance as a scout,
while on each flank rode another officer,
the main body of three or four men
detaching one more to the rear. In this
order we rode all night, fortunately
without adventure; and in the gray
dawn we reached Bagput.
The bridge-of-boats had been removed,
and we crossed the river in a large fiat-
bottomed ferry boat. Here we had the
misfortune to lose one of our horses, be-
longing to Captain Craigie of my regi-
ment. His owner had neglected to un-
fasten the rather tight standing-martin-
gale which he always used; and this
hampered the animal when it tried to
jump into the boat, and caused it to
fall into the deep water between it and
the bank. Even now all would have
been well but for that unlucky standing-
martingale which entirely prevented